ON 
TRACK 


OFF 

ROAD 














Tissot ' -Race 

A watch inspired by the world of racing 
with a 316L stainless steel case. Scratch-resistant 
sapphire crystal, quartz chronograph and water 
resistance up to 10 bar (100m / 330ft). 


IN TOUCH WITH YOUR TIME 










In the frame... 

Dani Pedrosa is not only about to be given another 
vote of confidence by Honda for the next two seasons 
but is firmly back in the MotoGP title hunt after his 
third win on the spin in Germany. MotoGP heads to 
Italy this weekend and with just twenty points dividing 
Lorenzo, Pedrosa and Stoner someone has yet to grab 
the category by the throat as the second half of the 
campaign nears 


Photo by Honda Pro Images/Northcott 
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AMA-MX 
Clearer air... 

James Stewart attempts to find some cooler 
climes at Red Bud as the temperatures hit the 
forties for the sixth round of the twelve in the ’12 
contest. The Suzuki rider was back in the park but 
Ryan Dungey continues to hold his KTM party and 
Michigan was the site of the former champ’s fourth 
straight double moto victory in a row 



Photo by Steve Cox 

































J"he FIM Motocross World Championship again waded 
‘through muddy conditions in Sweden. Kawasaki’s 
Tommy Searle grabbed his fourth win from the nine 
rounds held thus far and the MX2 ddH between the 
5rit and teenager KTM star (and OTOR interviewee 
this issue) Jeffrey Herlings means the class is gripping 
MX fans as much as the twists andJturnSof MX1; the 
premier category again witnessing iritmarble scenes at 
Uddevalla 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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This is what serial winners look like. The KTM 350 SX-F unites ferocious 
force with playful handling. Add a rider like Tony Cairoli and you’ve got the 
title contender in the MX1 class. If you’re up for extreme speed combined 
with unrivalled reliability, we’ll see you at your KTM dealer. 










eni MOTORRAD GRAND PRI) 

SACHSENRING • JULY 8th ■ Rnd 8 of 18 

MotoGP winner: Dani Pedrosa, Honda 
Moto2 winner: Marc Marquez, Suter 
Moto3 winner: Sandro Cortese, KTM 



C DEUTSCHLAND 


U N B E LI E VAB LIE... (part one) 


By Matthew Roberts 














I n football (or soccer if you’re reading this 
in America!) we call a win against your 
closest rivals a ‘six-pointer’: not only have 
you gained three championship points, 
you’ve taken a potential three away from 
the opposing team at the same time. 

So at Sachsenring on Sunday you could 
say that Jorge Lorenzo scored the more 
significant rarity of twenty-four-pointer, 
with Casey Stoner’s penultimate corner 
crash meaning the Spaniard now holds the 
championship by twenty points instead of 
trailing it by four. 

Both riders remain reluctant to talk about 
the title just yet and Stoner’s desire to 
settle for nothing less than first place in 
Germany is proof that his focus, at least, 
remains purely on the top step of the po¬ 
dium. 

And why shouldn’t it? You only had to see 
the delight on his face in pare ferme at As- 
sen to know that his greatest buzz comes 
from winning MotoGP races and in theory 
he now has only ten more opportunities to 
experience that feeling. 

The task of doing so has just got that little 
bit more difficult now, though, thanks to 
Dani Pedrosa’s first victory of the season. 
The little Spaniard’s seventh podium from 
the opening eight races of the year actually 
represents the most consistent form of his 
seven-year MotoGP career, if not the most 
spectacular, and his third consecutive win 
at Sachsenring has propelled him into the 
championship hunt as the season hits the 
halfway stage. Pedrosa’s form has been 
rewarded with a two-year factory HRC con¬ 
tract that will be announced any moment, 
recognition that he remains regarded as 
the third best rider on the grid behind Lor¬ 
enzo and Stoner. 

Now as we head to Mugello, Laguna Seca 
and Indianapolis - three other circuits 
where he has also celebrated victory over 
the past two years - he has the opportu¬ 
nity to turn the tables himself. 
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Shining bright. Another topsy turvy set of practice and 
qualification days for the MotoGP paddock in Germany 
but out of the gloom Lorenzo couldn’t believe his 
reversal of luck. Deprived of 25 points at Assen he 
made 22 back at the Sachsenring only eight days later 
















All eyes were on the pair of Hondas at the 
front but the all-Yamaha battle for fourth 
was fantastic. Only a mistake under braking 
counted Crutchlow out of contention in the 
closing stages. Dovizioso would claim the 
surprising third position at the flag 







With KTM launching their 2013 race bikes 
at Sachsenring (see right) Sandro Cortese’s 
second win this season and first at his home 
Grand Prix was superbly timed 



























All arms and legs. MotoGP star-elect 
Marc Marquez rode onwards for a fourth 
win of the season. The Spaniard has 
only missed the podium once so far 







CLASSIFICATION & 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Dani Pedrosa, SPA 

Honda 

2 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

Yamaha 

3 

Andrea Dovizioso, ITA 

Yamaha 

4 

Ben Spies, USA 

Yamaha 

5 

Stefan Bradl, GER 

Honda 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 8 of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jorge Lorenzo 

160 

2 

Dani Pedrosa 

146 

3 

Casey Stoner 

140 

4 

Andrea Dovizioso 

92 

5 

Cal Crutchlow 

85 



Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Marc Marquez, SPA 

Suter 

2 

Mika Kallio, FIN 

Kalex 

3 

Alex de Angelis, RSM 

FTR 

4 

Pol Espagaro, SPA 

Kalex 

5 

Thomas Luthi, SUI 

Suter 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 8 of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Marc Marquez 

152 

2 

Pol Espagaro 

109 

3 

Thomas Luthi 

107 

4 

Andrea lannone 

104 

5 

Scott Redding 

86 


Moto3 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Sandro Cortese, GER 

KTM 

2 

Alexis Masbou, FRA 

Honda 

3 

Luis Salom, SPA 

Kalex KTM 

4 

Jack Miller, AUS 

Honda 

5 

Efren Vazquez, SPA 

FTR Honda 


Moto3 CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 8 of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Sandro Cortese 

148 

2 

Maverick Vinales 

130 

3 

Luis Salom 

104 

4 

Alexis Masbou 

71 

5 

Romano Fenati 

65 























































Staying red? Valentino 
Rossi’s future plans will 
be confirmed soon^ 






NEWS 

2013 CALENDAR RUMOURS 


L ast week the German Grand Prix - one of 
the consistently best-attended events on 
the MotoGP calendar - secured it’s future at 
the windy and distinct Sachsenring circuit near 
Chemnitz. 

The deal that will see the venue entertain¬ 
ing MotoGP until 2016 puts to bed rumours 
around the meeting and its precarious posi¬ 
tion. ADAC were the principal partner behind 
the new agreement with Dorna and there must 
be other territories that could only wish for the 
same support from a major external backer. 


Argentina will come back into the MotoGP fold 
for the first time since 1999 (Kenny Roberts Jr 
was the winner of the 500cc race) and there¬ 
fore to South America after the last Brazil¬ 
ian Grand Prix in 2004. India apparently still 
remains a firm possibility and Texas drops into 
the frame for 2013. 

Will MotoGP extend to nineteen rounds or 
keep at eighteen? Estoril’s departure frees up a 
space if the quantity remains the same as now 
but another meeting might also have to go and 
one of the four Spanish outings surely faces 
the chop. 


Unsurprisingly gossip for 2013 centres on the 
fixture that already carried the biggest ques¬ 
tion mark, with Estoril in Portugal allegedly 
getting the bump to make room for other con¬ 
tinents. 


With Jerez receiving a vote of confidence 
earlier this year the axe - weighted heavily by 
the poor economy and need for austerity in 
the Iberian Peninsula - hangs over Catalunya, 
Aragon and Valencia (Wheeler) 









WHO & WHERE 
FOR ‘13 

J orge Lorenzo’s future is already in place 
and the next 2013 battle-lines look set to be 
drawn in the next few days with paddock chat¬ 
ter indicating Dani Pedrosa is set to continue 
his Grand Prix career with Honda into thir¬ 
teenth and fourteenth seasons. The Spaniard is 
likely to keep his saddle on the factory RC213V 
and remains a firm member of the Repsol 
Honda set-up where he has been part of the 
furniture ever since his MotoGP debut in 2006. 
All the overly optimistic rumours of Valentino 
Rossi returning to HRC colours were mostly 
put to bed by the Italian himself in Germany 
and with Marc Marquez set to join Pedrosa at 
Honda, an extension to his Ducati contract now 
looks the obvious scenario. 

Despite all the alleged possibilities it is hard 
to imagine the decorated former champion 
continuing in a satellite set-up and that leaves 
precious few options. The Italian San Carlo 
Honda Team had seemed one avenue but that 
idea didn’t carry much weight when team boss 
Fausto Gresini backed the rookie rule abolition 
on the grounds of not wanting to break existing 
sponsorship contracts. Talks then emerged of 
a dramatic return to Yamaha, and although his 
personal sponsors Monster Energy may well 
have the financial clout to up their stake in the 
factory or Tech3 teams that scenario now ap¬ 


pears unlikely. It now seems that the only answer is 
the romantic storyline of Rossi turning around the 
fortunes of the freshly Audi-owned Bologna giant 
and a victory for the Rossa with Rossi would be the 
ideal epitaph to his MotoGP saga. 

In fact at Sachsenring this weekend Rossi had 
a private audience with Audi’s Chairman of the 
Board Rupert Stadler and Head of Marketing Luca 
de Meo. It is said that the German boss was might¬ 
ily impressed by what he saw on his first visit to 
MotoGP as regards to entertainment, spectator 
numbers and marketing opportunities. Added to 
that, the relative value-for-money of the charis¬ 
matic Rossi-Ducati partnership compared to Audi’s 
staple Le Mans series entry left paddock sources 
guessing at a 90% chance of the nine-times champ 
staying on board. 

If both these moves happen in the next few days 
it could also seal the fates of several other riders. 
Ben Spies is keen to sign a new works-team deal 
before Laguna Seca, and although Andrea Dovizio- 
so has designs on the American’s seat it seems the 
heavy influence of Yamaha U.S. may see the Texan 
through. That would leave Dovizioso the choice of 
staying put or heading to Superbikes, where he has 
several offers. 

Nicky Hayden may also be faced with a similar 
dilemma soon with it looking increasingly possible 
that Cal Crutchlow could announce a two-year con¬ 
tract with Ducati within the next few days. Hayden 
is however well-liked by the factory, their sponsors 
and the whole of MotoGP, so he may well find other 
options beside their offer of a top ride in SBK. 

One of those may be Tech3, where Briton Bradley 
Smith is still entertaining the contracted notion of 
a ride in 2013, and all the current deal wrangling 
may still see that contract honoured despite nega¬ 
tivity amongst many observers. His compatriot 
Scott Redding is another who may well make the 
step up to MotoGP next season too. After he was 
courted by Ducati last year, it now seems they may 
well be in a position to offer his Marc VDS team a 
satellite GP13, with Pramac apparently in financial 
difficulties and Karel Abraham and his father’s Car- 
dion Ab squad unlikely to continue after a disas¬ 
trous year so far. (Emmett/Wheeler) 








For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 
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TAKING THE HOTSEAT... 

By Matthew Roberts 


S o the worst kept secret in MotoGP was con¬ 
firmed by Cal Crutchlow at the weekend, the 
British rider admitting to us on the BBC that he 
is in discussions with Ducati about joining their 
factory team next season, although any deal still 
appears some way from being sealed. 


other story). That slim hope of victory will grow 
even more distant as this season progresses 
and the new-for-2012 factory lOOOcc machines 
evolve gradually away from their satellite sib¬ 
lings, before eventually becoming distant cous¬ 
ins in their second year of development next 
season. 



The news has prompted a lot of people to get in 
touch with me on Twitter and ask why he would 
want to swap his Yamaha Ml, with all it’s po¬ 
dium potential, for a bike that is evidently less 
competitive? It’s a good question. 

Up until Sachsenring Crutchlow had finished 
behind the factory GP12 - currently being ridden 
by two former World Champions in Valentino 
Rossi and Nicky Hayden - on just one occasion 
this year, at Le Mans where, like on Sunday, 
he was running ahead of the Italian and the 
American but ran off track trying to pass Andrea 
Dovizioso and chase a podium finish. 


So, whilst Cal’s current bike is the closest thing 
you can get to the ‘real thing’ right now it won’t 
stay that way for long. As for the Desmosedici, 
Casey Stoner, the last man to win on it (at Phil¬ 
lip Island in 2010) believes that the Italian fac¬ 
tory’s current problems are less to do with the 
bike and more with their riders being unable to 
adapt their style to it’s many nuances. 

Rossi and his crew have tried to turn the GP12 
from a bucking bronco into a thoroughbred 
stallion and so far they have failed miserably. 
Crutchlow’s task, should he choose to accept it, 
will be to emulate Stoner and ride it bareback. 


So there is little doubt that the satellite Ml is 
currently a more competitive package than 
the factory Desmosedici but there are plenty 
of good reasons why Cal might want to jump 
ship and none of them are to do with boosting 
his bank balance, even though that would be a 
pleasant side effect of moving to the most heav¬ 
ily backed team in the paddock. 


That won’t be easy because the Australian is a 
bonafide genius but Cal may well just find that 
his style suits the bike and if it doesn’t, with 
Rossi continuing to push for a more rideable 
machine and the force of Audi now behind them 
there will be no shortage of effort from the fac¬ 
tory to make it happen. 


First and foremost, consider this fact: the last 
rider to win a MotoGP race on a non-factory ma¬ 
chine was Toni Elias, on Team Gresini’s satellite 
Honda RC211V at Estoril back in 2006. 

Whilst Cal could - and perhaps should - have 
had at least one podium already this season his 
chances of actually winning on the Tech3 Yama¬ 
ha are virtually nil (which is exactly why Dorna 
are so keen to change the rules, but that’s an- 


From Ducati’s point of view, whilst the hard¬ 
working Hayden provides a willing foil for Rossi 
- whose signature remains their (and Audi’s) 
first priority - a fresh approach from somebody 
with relatively little experience of prototype 
racing might well prove to be a gamble worth 
taking.A motorcycle racer’s career is a short one 
and the opportunity to be a factory rider may 
only come around once. It’s a move that might 
just make Cal, but certainly won’t break him. 
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CARMELO EZPELETA 




By Gavin Emmett 

Photos by Honda Pro Images/Northcott, www.motogp.com 
Gold and Goose 

OTOR was afforded a rare audience with the man who 
pulls the strings of MotoGR Here is what Spaniard 
and Dorna CEO Carmelo Ezpeleta had to say on a 
range of topics pertinent to the sport... 




Do you feel CRT is a success? 

CRT was an idea that came from going back 
to the lOOOcc regulations and mainly due to 
the economical situation in the world where it 
has been very difficult to maintain a full grid 
with the prices of the full prototype bikes. The 
main aim of the CRT bikes was to get the grid 
to a healthy number and later the goal was 
to get them competitive. They started with a 
short lead-time but already in Assen we saw 
they were just 3.7 seconds from the fastest lap. 
This is not so much and in my opinion is good. 
We’ve had factory-built bikes at that distance 
before. We need to improve the possibilities for 
CRT in the future and offer to the independ¬ 
ent teams different ways to participate in the 
championship. 

What other ways are there? Things like leased 
engines or the Honda production idea? 

I think the Honda production idea is a good 
one. They will still create full prototype bikes 
for the championship but also other versions 
with a little bit less horsepower at a decent 
price that can then be sold to teams. It is very 
interesting, and the price - even though we are 
still discussing - they showed to us is good, 
around one million euros to be competitive in 
the championship. The teams will then have 
options to lease a bike, buy a production ver¬ 
sion or build their own. Remember one CRT 
bike can cost up to 750,000 and the others 
six million. 

In Assen came the introduction of the four 
bikes per manufacturer rule and the aboli¬ 
tion of the rookie rule. What was the thinking 
behind this? 

In principal the four bike rule was something 
we all agreed to try and increase the presence 
of other kinds of bikes. If everybody can build 
and enter what they want then the balance 
between cost and performance is destroyed. 


We understand that for a manufacturer it is im¬ 
portant to have at least four bikes to develop. 
They are fighting for the championship and for 
the success of the full factory versions they 
need a satellite team working for them to help 
find solutions or whatever. We proposed a limit 
of four bikes and the manufacturers agreed. 
Regarding the rookie rule...well this was im¬ 
plemented in 2008 to help independent teams 
but four years ago there were twenty bikes and 
most of them more-or-less similar. Today the 
situation is different. The opinion of the rookie 
rule from the people who lease the bikes from 
the factory is that it doesn’t actually help 
them. For that we decided not to do it. In these 
times we think it is important to be flexible. It 
is not easy in the world at the moment. 

Any more rules in the pipeline? 

A lot! We are still thinking and this is in nego¬ 
tiation but we want to propose that everyone 
uses the same ECU and limit the number of 
revs. One of the difficult areas between the 
CRT and factory engines is the electronics and 
we want to provide all of them with an ECU 
that will allow increased performance of CRT. 

Why is it so hard to reach an agreement on 
the future of the MotoGP regulations? 

Unfortunately the world has changed now, in 
the 1970s the world championship revolved 
around the money that the factories could put 
into it but today that money is relatively small 
compared to how much we are investing in the 
series. We obviously reached an agreement 
with the factories about Moto3, and many of 
them manufacture and sell more machines in 
that class than lOOOcc bikes, so you’d think 
there’d be more scope for experimentation 
there. We had no problem making those rules, 
but it is more of a problem with the MotoGP 
class. 
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CARMELO EZPELETA 


Are the factories coining round to your beliefs 
that MotoGP is “entertainment”? 

No, I don’t think all of them are quite yet. It 
probably comes from the fact that the race de¬ 
partments are often within the R&D area of the 
companies which gives rise to the idea of this 
being solely a test-bed. 

I think if they were within the marketing areas 
they would have a completely different opin¬ 
ion and be happy with the millions of people 
who are watching their bikes competing with 
the other best manufacturers in the world and 
sometimes winning. 

Are you in discussions with other manufactur¬ 
ers about coming in to MotoGP? 

I am in discussions regularly, particularly with 
the European ones, the problem is that we need 
to demonstrate to them that money isn’t neces¬ 
sarily the thing that will buy you the champion¬ 
ship, otherwise they won’t come. We have talked 
in the past about a cost-cap but it’s so difficult 
to monitor. I am trying everything to make sure 
we reduce costs and this should help bring in 
other manufacturers. 

What do you think of some of the criticisms 
levelled by Casey Stoner at MotoGP after an¬ 
nouncing his retirement? 

I think he is one of the greatest riders we have 
ever seen - he really is - and I respect his deci¬ 
sion completely...but I disagree with some of 
the criticisms he has made. 

I’m just not sure that Casey has understood 
what we are trying to do. I’m not going to argue 
with him about how to accelerate and brake on 
a racetrack because he knows more about that 
than I do but by the same token I have been 
successfully organising races since 1972. 

As I say, I respect him and his decision enor¬ 
mously but I have to disagree with some of the 
things he has said about the championship. 


It looks possible that Lorenzo, Pedrosa and 
Marquez will all be on factory bikes next year, 
does the fact they are all Spanish worry you? 

Yes, it does worry me that there could be lots of 
Spaniards in the top teams but there’s not much 
we can do about that at the moment. Thank 
goodness we have someone like Crutchlow 
coming through but he should be on a top bike. 
He’s clearly very talented but has he got the 
support he needs to win? He should have it. The 
same goes for Dovizioso and Bradl. That’s why 
there needs to be more competitive bikes. There 
aren’t bikes available for these gifted riders 
and that shouldn’t be the situation. Why should 
Scott Redding be forced to stick with a bike 
that he can’t win on? There are lots of riders 
out there like him with lots of talent, especially 
in Moto2. Riders like Pol Espargaro but nobody 
seems to be talking about him. What does he do 
in the future? What options does he have? If the 
bikes were on more of a level playing field then 
there would be more options for these riders to 
show what they can do and that’s our objective. 

How many bikes do you see being on the grid 
next year? 

Well, I predict about the same number, 21, but 
I’m not sure just yet. Ducati are still talking 
about the leasing of its bikes so it’s not quite 
clear. I would say the same though. 

About the calendar in the future, what is on the 
horizon? 

Well as I have said in previous interviews, we are 
talking to India about a race and there is also a 
possibility of something else in South-east Asia 
in the future but that’s just in the early stages. 
We had the presentation of Argentina last week, 
and as for the USA, I can’t really say too much 
about that at the moment. We will have a mini¬ 
mum of eighteen races and maybe the calendar 
will be out a bit later this year. 
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Words and pics by Steve Cox, Hoppenworld. 


RedBud NATIONAL 

RedBud, Ml ■ JULY 7th ■ Rnd 6 of 12 

450 winner: Ryan Dungey, KTM 
250 winner: Eli Tomac, Honda 









T he RedBud AMA National is easily the 
most universally loved national on the 
circuit among the racers, and probably among 
the fans as well. Every rider loves the RedBud 
circuit. The soil is great for traction and there 



tends to be a lot of passing lines; something 
that appeals to just about every guy (and girl) 
on the track. 


The only thing the racers haven’t liked about 
RedBud the last couple of years has been the 
weather. It’s been really hot. This year was no 
exception. 


James Stewart returned to action again af¬ 
ter taking a few weeks off to heal, but he still 
didn’t look like the James Stewart that won the 
first four motos of the season. In moto one, he 
was doing all he could do just to stay relatively 
close to the fleeting Ryan Dungey when he 
went down, losing a couple of spots, and more 
importantly losing his momentum, eventually 
finishing sixth. He followed that up with a third 
place in moto two, behind Dungey and hole- 
shot artist Mike Alessi. 


Dungey’s combined margin of victory for both 
motos was about a minute and 20 seconds, 
with a 45-second lead over Jake Weimer in 
moto one and a 35-second lead over Mike 
Alessi in moto two. 
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PLAY 


Baggett was again untouchable. 
It was only his second double of 
the year but his win ratio is now 
50% of all races heading into 
the second half of the season 


That being said, the real action right now is 
in the 250cc class, where there is a four - and 
sometimes five - way battle at or near the front 
every week among the same guys. These guys 
are: points leader Blake Baggett, Justin Barcia, 
Eli Tomac, and former MX2 World Champs 
Marvin Musquin and Ken Roczen. 

At RedBud those five guys made up the top 
five overall, in that order, but the only real dra¬ 


ma was out front in the battle between Baggett 
and Barcia. In both motos, Barcia held the lead 
for much of the race before giving way to Bag¬ 
gett later on in the motos. Baggett took down 
a 1-1 score for the overall, extending his points 
lead to 19 over Barcia at the halfway point in 
the championship. 












The Supercross Lites Champion 
needs to find an extra gear to try 
and dislodge Pro Circuit from the 
top of the Outdoor tree as well... 



Baggett is almost unstoppable right now. If every rider on the track settles into a pace, and 

he gets a good start, it seems like a foregone most of the time their lines open up a bit. Bag- 

conclusion that he’ll win the moto. If he gets gett is the one exception to this rule. His lines 

a bad start, which is most of the time, it’s still get tighter. His intensity gets higher. It’s as if 

entirely possible that he’ll win. Nobody else on he’s racing his motos in reverse, starting at the 
the track has this sort of power over the com- end and ending at the start, 
petition. So far, no one really has a counter to Baggett’s 

And it’s actually apparent even as a specta- racing style. And as things are going, they’d 

tor watching the motos. As the race wears on, better find one soon, or it will be too late. 



















Stewart was bajck...kinda. Mayb$ h« 
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wasn’t nursing a broken scaphoid. 
CFieck out the vide.o interview for fhe 
Suzuki man’s own amusin^assessment 
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Alessi was running ragged but the 
Suzuki rider is stll a firm second in the 
450 standings and set for a career-best 
season at the halfway stage 
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Best finish of the season 
for Brayton and some 
valuable points 


AMA-MX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 


AMA 450 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Ryan Dungey, USA 

KTM 

2 

Justin Brayton, USA 

Honda 

3 

James Stewart, USA 

Suzuki 

4 

Tyla Rattray, RSA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Mike Alessi, USA 

Suzuki 


AMA 450 STANDINGS 

(AFTER 6 OF 12 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Ryan Dungey 

286 

2 

Mike Alessi 

214 

3 

Jake Weimer 

202 

4 

Andrew Short 

178 

5 

Broc Tickle 

162 


AMA 250 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Blake Baggett, USA 

Kawasaki 

2 

Justin Barcia, USA 

Honda 

3 

Eli Tomac, USA 

Honda 

4 

Marvin Musquin, FRA 

KTM 

5 

Ken Roczen, GER 

KTM 


AMA 250 STANDINGS 

(AFTER 6 OF 12 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Blake Baggett 

272 

2 

Justin Barcia 

253 

3 

Eli Tomac 

236 

4 

Ken Roczen 

235 


Marvin Musquin 
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A fter his performance at the 2011 Motocross 
of Nations in France it became obvious 
that Tyla Rattray is one hell of a 450cc racer. 
Supercross is another thing but when Ryan 
Villopoto came up injured in Seattle, Kawasaki 
looked for someone to fill a spot on his bike 
in the Nationals and Rattray was a natural fit. 
Unfortunately, he was hit hard enough on the 


hand by a rock at round one to break his hand. 
He missed the next four races but returned to 
action at RedBud. The end result was a very 
solid 4-5 score for fourth overall. And he’ll get 
better. The question for the South African right 
now isn’t about how fast he can go outdoors 
on a 450 it’s about what he’s going to do for 
supercross in 2013. 
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I ’ve said for a long time that Supercross gets and Brett Metcalfe, who broke his leg and 
a bad rap about injuries. Off-road motorcy- more in a big spill at Glen Helen the Thursday 

cling is dangerous in general. In the last few before RedBud. However, we did get James 

events, we’ve lost Ivan Tedesco with problems Stewart back, although he has yet to regain the 

from a crash at Budds Creek, Kyle Cunning- form he showed when the series started, 

ham as well, Alex Martin from a practice crash, 
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For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 
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IN NEED OF THE X FACTOR... 

By Steve Cox 


When the X Games started, it was called the 
‘Extreme Games’ and there were absolutely no 
contests or events that involved anything with an 
engine. That all changed in 1999 with the intro¬ 
duction of Freestyle MotoX to proceedings. And 
the Moto stuff quickly became the most popular 
event at X. 


ly pretty pissed about finishing out of the medals 
after putting in some very solid rounds of his own. 
And in Moto X Best Trick, there was more contro¬ 
versy when Jacko Strong pulled off a repeat win, 
with a new body varial, beating Clinton Moore, 
who did a body varial with an additional heel- 
clicker at the end. 


For the last couple of years, though, it’s become 
apparent that X Games is relying on Moto per¬ 
haps a bit too much. Gone for the last couple of 
years is ‘Moto X Racing’ (supercross, basically) 
event, at least for the men, but replacing super¬ 
cross is Enduro X (endurocross) and Women’s 
Enduro X. In total there are now eight moto-relat- 
ed disciplines in the four days of X Games. That's 
two per day, on average. But where some events, 
such as Skateboard Big Air, are seeing fresh, 
young faces competing that’s not really happen¬ 
ing much in the moto outings. In 2011, X Games 
even brought back Carey Hart to the Speed & 
Style competition. He officially retired at the 
conclusion of this year’s Speed & Style event, but 
when he showed up in 2011, he hadn't competed 
in X Games Freestyle-related face-off in almost 10 
years. 

It should be no surprise that the X Games is 
treated like a TV show by the network, ESPN, 
that is both responsible for promoting and airing 
the spectacle. But the addition of former athletes 
such as Hart, for his star power more than his rid¬ 
ing prowess, take the idea of the ‘TV show coming 
first' to a new level. 

The Freestyle Moto X event belonged to Taka Hi- 
gashino from the beginning. It was all him. It was 
difficult to make an argument that anyone else 
topped Higashino, but Adam Jones was reported- 


But perhaps the most confusingly judged event is 
Best Whip. It’s where six riders all throw their best 
whips over the same jump. The thing is the whip 
is a trick best judged by people with a motocross 
background. It’s the classic motocross ‘trick’. But 
who judges this event? The fans at home watch¬ 
ing TV, via text message. The result is a popularity 
contest instead of a Best Whip contest. And for 
two years in a row now, Jeremy “Twitch” Stenberg 
has grabbed the gold. 

As time goes on, my hope is that there will even¬ 
tually be less moto events at X, keeping in mind 
that quality is better than quantity. But will it hap¬ 
pen? Unlikely. 
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WHAT’S UP... 

WI11H JEFFREY HERUNGS? 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 


R evered to reviled and slowly back again. 

The second of Red Bull KTM’s teenage 
sensations has recently forged a profile for con¬ 
troversial outbursts and antics as much as his 
peerless sand riding and sheer amount of suc¬ 
cess. His racing story is brief but spectacular. 

The new saviour of Dutch motocross, Herlings 
was plucked, groomed and fast-tracked by KTM 
to a debut Grand Prix podium, pole position in 
his second appearance and a first victory after 
three events in 2010. That win came in the 
sand of Holland where he has been undefeated 
for three years. 


Herlings diced with team-mate Roczen in 2011 
but now faces a hotter rivalry with Tommy 
Searle. 

The pressure of maturing in the public eye, 
holding the red plate, dealing with the attention 
and the detractions has led to well-documented 
incidents in France and Portugal this season 
but it is clear from the fifteen minutes OTOR 
spends with the seventeen year old that some 
grasp of what being a world champion is all 
about - not just the bonuses and the glory - 
is hitting home the more the prospect draws 
closer... 
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Again MX2 is a two-rider chase... 

Yeah, it is not like MX1 where every weekend you 
can have a different winner. It has been either me or 
Tommy from the first sixteen motos - well Roelants 
got one - and I think it will be the same in the sec¬ 
ond part of the season. Maybe Osborne or Tonus 
can do something or get between but I think mainly 
it will be him and me. 

Have the incidents of recent weeks overshadowed 
all the work you have put in so far? 

People can forget the positive things. In my first year 
in GPs all I heard were good things, last year also 
when I was fighting with Ken. It turned around in 
Bulgaria when I said on TV that I’d let Tommy ‘have 
this one’ only because he had done the same to me 
in Valkenswaard. It started there. And then in Fermo 
with the start...people thought I had taken Tommy 
out and that really wasn’t the case. We came to 
France and I touched Tonus and he went down. Peo¬ 
ple were still pretty pissed about Italy and then that 
happened and the fire began. Portugal...well, that 
was just too much. There was a lot written about me 
on Facebook and Twitter and I decided that I wasn’t 
going to look any more, read any words from Tommy 
or any interviews. I was just going to do my own 
thing. Tommy can do his thing and I’ll do mine and 
the best one will win. 

Portugal was the nadir... 

I should have never said that but I was leading all 
the way until the last lap and Mel Pocock held me 
up. I was really scared that he was going to try and 
take me out. I was so pissed with Pocock and a bit 
with Tommy as well to be honest because I thought 
it was a game that they were playing. I felt like it 
was payback for France, and for what had happened 
between me and Tommy so far. My adrenaline was 
in full flow and I said things that you should never 
do. I learned my lesson and I was happy to give my 
bonus money from that GP to charity...and had a fee 
from the FIM. I learned, and I’m pretty sure it won’t 
happen again. After Portugal I have been trying my 
best...even using the press a little bit to get my mes¬ 
sage across. I had been struggling with the press 
before that and even with my riding. What I did to 
Tonus was not acceptable and I regret it. I would 
never do it again. All I want is to try and win fair and 
square and show the people that I don’t need to be 
hitting other riders or be saying bad things about 
my rivals. I want to try and be a true champion. 




PLAY 


What about the pressures of being in your 
position? 

I guess many times you cannot be a kid. May¬ 
be people forget I am seventeen. I asked some 
sponsors and big names in the sport ‘what 
would you have done if you were seventeen 
years old racing for a GP win and someone 
stops in front of you?’ and there was some 
understanding there. I’m in the middle of the 
spotlight with the red plate and leading the 
championship...but I quickly understood that 
what I did was not acceptable. 

What role have KTM filled for you? Have they 
been like a surrogate family? 

Yeah. I was fourteen when I got to this team 
and they have treated me so well. If they asked 
me to sign for another five years then I reckon 
I’d do it. I was young when I joined so they 
have helped take care of certain things. 

KTM don’t put any pressure on me but it’s 
clear that it will be either Tommy or I for the 
championship. Jeremy [Van Horebeek] is a 
great rider but unfortunately he has missed 
out on some points. I know KTM have been 
winning this title for the last four or five years 
in a row so I would feel bad for them if I could 
not make sure of it again. That feeling carries 
pressure and when I’m on that bike it is me 
that must deliver. It is not an easy job and if I 
wanted to do something else then maybe I’d 
still be in school! But this is what I have cho¬ 
sen to take on and I will try to do my best for 
KTM and the sponsors and bring what they ex¬ 
pect of me. There was expectation even before 


the season began because of the fight with Ken 
last year. 

My family isn’t rich and my parents are di¬ 
vorced. It was hard for my mum and she 
helped me so much until we got to a point 
where KTM were interested and the chance 
to be a factory rider came along. I had to be 
fast. My mum didn’t have the money to plant 
me in a top team so I had to earn what I have 
through my results. I worked hard and I still 
am because I have many things to take care of 
at home. I’m happy to look after my Mum now 
because she helped me live this dream. The 
road from where I started to reach fourteen or 
fifteen was pretty tough. 

What are your thoughts on Ken Roczen’s 
progress in the U.S.? What do you think when 
you see his results? 

I think racing in the AMA or the FIM World 
Championship means very different things. 
They do each round in one day over there, five 
minutes shorter for the motos and the weather 
always seems to be good! Maybe the compe¬ 
tition is higher there. Here it is just me and 
Tommy it seems, whereas in America there are 
five or six guys who can go for the win. 

I think Ken is doing really well. I expected him 
to win a bit more, especially in the Outdoors, 
but he has been consistent, like last year. It 
wouldn’t surprise me if he manages to win that 
championship still. 

He is a really smart rider...and I know what he 
is capable of because I went up against him for 
a whole season. 
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JEFFREY HERLINGS 


What about you? There was a pretty hefty 
Supercross crash in the winter... 

Roczen was practicing at the same track, Dun- 
gey and Musquin too and those guys had some 
gnarly crashes also but it is hard work to be 
consistent on a supercross track. I was there 
for one month and I think I had five or six big 
crashes. It [SX] is very different. We are still 
thinking about giving it a try next year but it 
will be a big step. 

How do you feel about another year in MX2? 
With Searle, Roelants and Van Horebeek go¬ 
ing it could be a cakewalk... 

You can’t take it for granted. Every year there 
is a surprise. If you go back four years who 
would ever have expected that Roczen and 
me would show up and have success like that 
straightaway? Maybe next year there will be 
a big surprise. It seems like Tonus will be my 
main rival. 


But still you managed to pass 30 odd riders in 
Italy earlier this year... 

Yeah! I don’t know what to say to that but I just 
like to win and will always try. 

Less than half the season to go and do you 
think you can arrive to a position where 
people will give you full credit for what you 
achieved rather than what you said or did in 
the heat of the moment? 

Off the track I haven’t been good at all. There 
might have been hundreds or maybe thou¬ 
sands of kids who saw that interview after 
Portugal. It is never good to be swearing on TV 
and for sure I lost a lot of fans through that. I 
am working hard to try and get back the re¬ 
spect I have gained in the previous years and I 
hope I can get that from the guys both on the 
track and off it. The riding often does most of 
the talking so I want to keep on pushing to win 
and then work to get back fans I might have 
lost through the other stuff. 
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ALPINIESTARS 

Alpinestars have launched their 2013 collection 
that features the fresh colours for the top of the 
line Techstar riding gear and entry level ‘Racer’ but 
also a few other products, chief among which is 

the Octane Hard Knuckle Glove. 

This robust ‘handwear’ oozes quality through its 
construction and materials and is as practical 
and protective as it appears in the photos. Silicon 
grips, moulded rubber cast on the back of the 
hand and protected cuff closure are some of the 
features for a glove that can seem a bit bulky but 
does what it says on the tin. 

Our pick from the Techstar is the blue shade from 
what has to be a clearer and more simple design 
scheme by Alpinestars for 13. As usual the quality 
and look of the brand make their stuff some of the 
priciest but some of the best you can buy. www. 
alpinestars.com 







ANSWER/MSR 

A double whammy from California with MSR unwrapping their 
Metal Mulisha Volt Gear and Answer Racing (James Stewart’s 
choice) presenting their Skullcandy set. Both retain the latest 
use of materials and synthetics to last longer and provide the 
necessary protection and ventilation. 

The strength of this gear though clearly lies in the visuals, and 
for sure standing-out on the circuit or through the trails won’t 
be a problem, www.answerracing.com and www.msrmx.com 



BEL RAY 

This new line of casualwear from a lubricants firm shouldn’t 
really catch the eye but Bel Ray meld their distinctive logo 
and brand presence with a competent profile in off-road racing 
to make it a recognisable and fairly cool concept. 

To capitalise on their growing visual status inside motorsport 
circles a range of quality lifestyle gear for men, women and 
kids cover all sorts of clothing from jackets to underwear. 

Have a look at the website and see where you might be able 
to grab some outside of the U.S. www.belray.com 












THRIEETHRIEIESEVIEN 

Christophe Pourcel has followed a succession of blogs, 
children charity days, and personal video series with 
a launch into customised casualwear and accessories. 
The Kawasaki racer has a new website and a booth to 
sell the gear at the races and events where he appears. 

Pourcel is only the second rider to indulge in such a 
venture in the last few years (Tony Cairoli has his own 
‘222’ line) and together with designer Remi Lacombe 
has overseen the creation and production of items that 
he describes as ‘quality at affordable prices’. 

The www.threesevenseven.com brand opened with 
t-shirts, boardshorts, sunglasses and caps with more 
expected soon. Check out the Facebook page for 
competitions and updates: http://www.facebook. 
com/377ThreeSevenSeven 
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KTM 

KTM continue to shift units and make impressive progress in 
their street sector while offering the biggest and most acces¬ 
sible range of products in off-road. The Austrians have this 
tendency to attempt and unleash interesting concepts that are 
then marketed in a way that makes your mouth water. 



The best case of this in the last six months is the Freeride 350. 
The 350 model wants to drop somewhere between trial, trail, 
mountain-bike and enduro and tempt participants of all four to 
expand their horizons. 

The key elements are weight (lack of), low slung ride height, 
comfort (new ergonomics and plastic subframe), low noise, 
ease of use (e-starter, 350cc engine designed for torque) and 
fun. Check out the video to see why and OTOR will hopefully 
have a test and opinion very soon, http://www.ktm.com/gb/fre- 
eride/freeride-350.html#.T_wja3BcYco 








RODUCTS 


PUMA 

Hearing some of the feedback about Puma’s motor- 
sport products words such as ‘comfort’, ‘style’ and 
‘build quality’ crop up quite a lot. 

The brand enjoy a powerful alliance with Ducati Corse 
but also fabricate their own leathers, jackets and 
gloves and have been working on practical and casual 
footwear for the motorcyclist and racing fan for a 
number of years now. The Puma Desmo has been de¬ 
veloped with Grand Prix riders and the Ghost Doctor 
Protection device is more than a fancy-named idea. 




The construction of the boot helps against extended 
flection of the ankle. With a company like Puma and 
all its prestige behind ride-wear then you know a 
hefty amount of time and research has gone into the 
product. They are also the coolest footwear you can 
have on a bike, http://www.shop-eu.puma.com 







SCOTT 

It is time for Scott’s 2013 line launch and like 
Puma we are talking about a massive com¬ 
pany with influences far beyond motorsport. 
Scott’s decent name in other past-times 
ensures that their off-road gear comes at the 
same level of quality control. Aside from the 
new riding wear with the 450 Commit and 
350 Grid Locke the Commander body armour 
and 400 Comp 2 helmet prove that the Amer¬ 
ican firm really know their stuff when it comes 
to safety and protection. 

It is hard to think of a better set than the 
Commander for fit and focus. Helmet prefer¬ 
ence and fit is a highly personal issue but 
goggle choice can go down to the feel, look 
and build (while also paying attention to lens 
mechanisms) and Scott - with their patented 
FIT system - introduced last year have proved 
to be right up there as the leaders in this field. 
The Split OTG goggle features the RAM (Revo¬ 
lutionary Air Management system). 
http://www.scott-sports.com 
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CHRISTOPHE POUR CEL 



POURCEL 

DECONSTRUCTED 


An enigma? A genius? A misfit? Or a misun¬ 
derstood bastion of the exquisite skill that 
top-flight motocross demands? Pick whatever 
pigeonhole you like for Christophe Pourcel. It 
is unlikely you’ll wedge him into any. 

He has been described as truculent, PR un¬ 
friendly and reclusive but with his ‘advancing’ 
23 years the Frenchman is realising the poten¬ 
tial of his profile and the advantages of a vast 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 

transcontinental fan base. Pourcel has been 
sending out some blogs over recent weeks and 
below is the highlights from the second edi¬ 
tion. He also launched a collection of personal 
videos. 

Describing the first, where he talks about his 
2007 paralysis and injury for the first time, 
Pourcel said it took five years to be able to 
recount the ordeal. Well worth a look... 




On starting out... 

When I was a kid my style wasn’t like it is now. 

I was just happy to be on the bike and I would 
ride until the gas ran out and I’d start cry¬ 
ing and my dad would put more in the tank! 

It seems funny now. Like most things I began 
riding because my Dad was into it. My brother 
had a bike and was riding and then for Christ¬ 
mas - when I was three - one arrived for me. 
When I was a kid I just have memories of a 
soccer ball and a bike. Coming from the south 
of France football (or soccer) was pretty big. 
One thing I didn’t like about that sport though 
was the whole ‘team’ side of it. If some guys 
didn’t want to move their ass when they were 
playing then you were not going to win and 
that made me mad! Until I was fourteen my 
Dad helped and guided me but I reached a 
point where I would pick up a lot myself from 
watching the other guys. When you are grow¬ 
ing up then you don’t really need to work out 
a lot. It is about fun and nothing more. You are 
thirteen or fourteen and just a skinny thing and 
you feel like you never get tired! 

On getting serious... 

Motocross really changed for me when I was 
fifteen. It was then that I moved to Belgium to 
live for three years. I had the sensation that 
it rained every day and I had to train in this 
bad weather! I had to learn to test suspension 
and to ride in the sand. I had to practice in the 
mud and this was not fun either! It was the 
first time when I was aware that the sport had 
become a job and something I had to commit 
to. To be really good is not easy. 


On his older brother Seb... 

I have been racing and working with my broth¬ 
er - Sebastien [pictured right] - a lot of years 
now. It was not easy for him to be super-good 
on a 65 or an 85 and all the mistakes he and 
my Dad were making were not repeated with 
me. It was like I got the filter and all the posi¬ 
tive effects of their work. It is partly because 
of Seb that I am here. When we were grow¬ 
ing up our relationship was always good, even 
through the races. There was a time when 
we were on the same team in the middle of 
the last decade when it became a bit tough. 
Maybe it was not easy for him to accept that 
his younger brother was pushing for a champi¬ 
onship but I think it was a good experience for 
him and character-building. 

On dealing with the pressure... 

There was plenty of talk about how I was the 
‘next’ Jean Michel Bayle when I started to 
get some success. I had never met or spoken 
with him and I was too young to have followed 
his career. There was a big comparison for a 
while and that was good for me but I cannot 
say I modelled myself on JMB because I was 
detached from what he did. I knew what he 
achieved and also people like Pichon and it 
was cool to follow in those footsteps a little. 
People sometimes ask me how I can do what I 
do. I think it is just easy for me to ride a mo¬ 
torcycle fast. I am born that way. 












“I don't need anyone to tell me which 
lines are the best. I can just feel which 
ones work on the bike and what makes 
me faster. It is all about feeling." 
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CHRISTOPHE POURCEL 


On the way he rides... 

In 2006 my style was completely different 
to how it is now and the change came about 
because of my accident in 2007. It was a lot 
of work and we pushed in a direction where I 
was standing up a lot more on the bike. I didn’t 
have to go fast right away after my crash and 
the problems with my back. I had time to think 
about what I was doing on the bike and ride it 
fast and in a way where I could minimise the 
crashes. It turned out to be even better than 
before. 

On how he ‘does it’... 

When it came to choosing and taking lines 
there is not much explain. Maybe it comes 
down to talent and just being able to handle 
the bike so I can put it where I want. I remem¬ 
ber sometimes back in 2006 when I wouldn’t 
really look at the track and then do a fast lap 
with some lines. I would then use totally dif¬ 
ferent ones in a race and still be just as quick. 
Even now I don’t need to see a track and I 
don’t need anyone to tell me which lines are 
the best. I can just feel which ones work on the 
bike and what makes me faster. It is all about 
feeling. There are some guys who just stay 
inside, some who stay outside and some - like 
me - who go everywhere each lap to try and 
see what is best. 

When I’m racing I’m thinking about who is in 
front and who is behind, how they ride and 
what they can do, when they can go fast and 


when they might lose time. I’m looking to 
switch my lines and usually I am way faster at 
the end of a moto compared to the beginning 
because I am analysing the track and working 
the bike, the tyres and doing these calcula¬ 
tions to get each lap better than the last. You 
need to have a vision of the track and how it 
is changing and I think I am lucky to have the 
skill to do this. 

On making that breakthrough... 

To then be at the top involves a lot of work and 
often people don’t realise how much effort and 
hours go into that. I won my first Supercross 
race and it took people by surprise but not 
many knew how much work had gone into it. I 
had lost forty pounds and had suffered some 
paralysis for nearly a year. When I got back on 
the bike I was so fit and developed a new way 
to do it that it was all super-easy...for one lap! 

I was tired but that was soon simple to fix that 
and I learned to be fast again without mistakes 
and without pushing myself and it is still like 
that now. I had been so down through the bad 
times that my approach was so determined 
for that first SX season. I thought ‘fifteen laps 
is nothing for me’. I tried my best, gave all I 
had and was careful and precise on the bike; 
something in itself that is not easy to do. That 
was also why I chose to ride for the Pro Circuit 
team because for the 250 they were one of the 
best. 



GRAND PRIX OF SWED 

UDDEVALLA ■ JULY 1st • Rnd 9 of 16 

MX1 winner: Clement Desalle, Suzuki 
MX2 winner: Tommy Searle, Kawasaki 
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T he first Grand Prix of the second half of the sea¬ 
son was clear heaven for Suzuki’s Clement De- 
salle and muddy hell for world champion Tony Cairoli. 

The 25-25 ‘runaway’ by the former contrasted sharply 
with the 0-0 for the latter (the first time ever in MX1 
the Sicilian has failed to point through race incidents) 
and provided one of those sporting moments rich 
in irony. It was on the slippery cambers and shallow 
climbs of Uddevalla twelve months previously that 
Desalle lost the red plate as series leader to Cairoli 
as he tried to compete only a week after dislocating 
his shoulder. This time Cairoli saw a hard-earned 47 
point advantage coming into the trip to Scandinavia 
reversed into a 3 point deficit to the Belgian who 
produced his best performance of the campaign at a 
crucial time. 

The stone that jammed into the sprocket of the KTM 
and the bank of freshly-scraped slop from one of 
the corners that swallowed the 350SX-F fast in the 
second moto will both count as some of the freaki¬ 
est moments in the story of a vastly entertaining MX1 
championship, and although it was a dark moment 
for ‘222’ it only made the chase for the crown all the 
more interesting with CP377 Monster Energy Pro 
Circuit Kawasaki’s Christophe Pourcel (going second 
overall in Sweden in spite of a stomach problem) just 
12 points from the peak of the classification as well. 

HM Plant KTM UK’s Kevin Strijbos was again strong 
on a bike where many wrote off his chances for 
his second trophy of the year and Monster Energy 
Yamaha’s Shaun Simpson is now the main flag bearer 
for the factory team after David Philippaerts’ heavy 
crash. 

Kawasaki’s Tommy Searle went 2-1 in MX2 for his 
fourth win of the year and is slowly eating into KTM’s 
Jeffrey Herlings’ lead (now 15 points), taking profit of 
the Dutchman’s lowered confidence in the mud and 
two crashes in the early stages of the second moto. 
Searle was not error-free and his late pitlane visit for 
fresh goggles in the first race meant he ran out of 
time to catch and re-pass Herlings at the chequered 
flag. Bud Kawasaki’s Dylan Ferrandis finally scooped 
his first podium that had been several rounds in-the- 
making while Nestaan KTM’s Jake Nicholls continues 
to front the second group and fourth was another per¬ 
sonal career best. A mechanical problem for Jeremy 
Van Horebeek cast him away from the podium for the 
first time in four events. 

















Pourcel parts the waves. The Frenchman 
has been among the most consistent out 
of the gate this season so far 
























With a factory Yamaha engine (Frossard’s) 
Shaun Simpson was less than half a moto 
from Britain’s first MX1 podium since 
2007. Fifth was still a personal best and 
arguably the most important stage of the 
24 year old Scot’s career starts here 







Bright starts and no small amount of talent 
finally helped Dylan Ferrandis to a first 
podium finish. The Frenchman had been 
threatening to grab a trophy on several 
occasions this season and now stands as one 
of the major prospects for 2013 
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Not quite so washed up. Strijbos 
is fit and firing and brought 
home a second trophy of the 
year for the privateer HM Riant 
KTM UK crew 
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CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

2 

Christophe Pourcel, FRA 

Kawasaki 

3 

Kevin Strijbos, BEL 

KTM 

4 

Sebastien Pourcel, FRA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Shaun Simpson 

Yamaha 


MXl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 9 of 16 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Clement Desalle 

348 

2 

Tony Cairoli 

345 

3 

Christophe Pourcel 

336 

4 

Gautier Paulin 

315 

5 

Ken De Dycker 

257 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Tommy Searle, GBR 

Kawasaki 

2 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

3 

Dylan Ferrandis, FRA 

Kawasaki 

4 

Jake Nicholls, GBR 

KTM 

5 

Zach Osborne, USA 

Yamaha 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 9 of 16 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

403 

2 

Tommy Searle 

387 

3 

Jeremy Van Horebeek 

330 

4 

Joel Roelants 

263 

5 

Jordi Tixier 

243 
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KBS NEWS 

HONDATURNS HEADS 


H onda has had plenty of airing in OTOR re¬ 
cently and for good reason. Flinging their 
might behind concise efforts in PR and entry 
level projects (Extreme academy) the manu¬ 
facturing giant continues to throw big cards 
on the table. In a phase of the year where 
new motorcycles begin to break cover it is the 
2013 CRF450R that is creating some of the 
biggest buzz. Honda allowed the motocross 
press corps the first glimpse of the machine 
on European soil at the recent Grand Prix of 
Sweden and it was hard not to be impressed 
by what we saw. Honda Europe’s Roger Harvey 
was keen to stress the renovation of the bike 
from the ground up and the priorities towards 
centralisation and lower compact mass. Hence 
the reason for the return of the twin exhaust, 
a new sixth generation chassis, a fresh engine 
with heavier crank and new cylinder head and 
a very lean and purposeful design and aesthet¬ 
ic. The focus for the ’13 model was partially 
explained by star rider Evgeny Bobryshev: “It is 
really comfortable and like riding a BMX when 
you’re in the air. It feels very centralised and 
that gives you the feeling that you are more in 
control...which means more fun.” 

Another mantra from the presentation was 
Honda’s high level of attention to detail which 
means more angled mud guards and fend¬ 
ers for less ‘stickabiIity’, an increase from 5.7 


to 6.3 litres on the fuel tank, airsprung Show 
forks, a more rigid swingarm and a smaller ra¬ 
diator but the design of the bike enables better 
air flow. 

Of course the real test comes when the throttle 
grip is given a workout but in terms of trying 
to reinvent their motocross output Honda has 
strode forward. Their running investment in 
the sport (now funding a full factory effort until 
2014 with a renewed outline for their vision 
of motocross due in 2013) has extended to a 
wider scope when it comes to off-road compe¬ 
tition. 

The recent announcement of a costly four 
rider effort (with big money signing and regu¬ 
lar podiumee Helder Rodrigues poached from 
Yamaha) for the 2013 Dakar is a surprising re¬ 
turn to the ‘world’s toughest race’ for the first 
time in twenty-three years for the marque. The 
CRF450X Enduro machine is the basis for the 
motorcycle with the Dakar already running at a 
450cc capacity limit. “It [Dakar] needs a totally 
different type of vehicle from events such as 
motocross, trials and road races,” said Honda’s 
Tetsuo Suzuki on the equipment for the project 
that couldn’t boast a more ‘factory’ name than 
‘Team HRC’. “Honda has put a great deal of ef¬ 
fort into designing and building a powerful and 
winning machine. We are aiming for the cham¬ 
pionship from this first year.” 
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WHO, WHERE 
AND WHEN 
FOR 2013 

T alks for 2013 accelerated in Sweden; an 
event that traditionally sees the first pieces 
of the puzzle fitted for the following Grand Prix 
season. 

Each manufacturer currently boasts a ‘num¬ 
ber one’ rider and they are now seeing where 
budgets can be fixed and what services remain 
to inhabit the other machines. Kawasaki will 
count on Gautier Paulin (Christophe Pourcel’s 
CP377 team is seemingly at a crossroads and 
it is hard to imagine the Frenchman on any 
other brand), Suzuki continue with Clement 
Desalle, KTM have Tony Cairoli for another 
year, Yamaha are close to another arrangement 
with Steven Frossard and Honda agreed anoth¬ 
er two years with Evgeny Bobryshev. 


For MX1 the choice that Tommy Searle makes 
for 2013 will start the second phase of move¬ 
ment as the Brit is hot property and has to leave 
MX2 due to his age. Searle represents arguably 
the brightest of any possible ‘number twos’ but 
for sure will not be accepting any understudy 
status and the terms of any deal decided in the 
coming weeks will not reflect that. Searle al¬ 
legedly has the pick of the paddock with the 
likeliest destinations resting with Suzuki, Honda 
and Kawasaki. The Floride Monster Energy Pro 
Circuit Kawasaki man is apparently keen to stay 
green and his ambitions for the AMA Supercross 
Lites series are still vague (he owns a property 
in California but has not spoken publicly of any 
American racing plans for some time). Entering 
Suzuki would mean tackling Desalle (Belgian in 
a Belgian team) and the works Kawasaki Rac¬ 
ing Team would lead to an awning with Paulin 
(French in a French crew). 

Those teams looking for the 'Frossard effect’ 

(a rookie able to vie for the championship in 
their first season) gives extra impetus to Bel¬ 
gians Joel Roelants and Jeremy Van Horebeek 
who also have to leave MX2 and represent a 
cheaper and possibly more fruitful investment. 
With Searle in place then the options for those 
like Xavier Boog, Tanel Leok, David Philippaerts, 
Rui Goncalves, Shaun Simpson, Ken De Dycker 
and even the almost-forgotten Max Nagl - the 
German actually making his first race appear¬ 
ance of 2012 last weekend in the national ADAC 
Master series at Tensfeld and won convincingly 
after recovering sufficiently from several back 
operations - will become clearer. KTM will ana¬ 
lyse the situation with Nagl and have publicly 
stated their satisfaction with De Dycker even if 
the Belgian results have nose-dived in the previ¬ 
ous two Grands Prix. 

With Jeffrey Herlings firmly tied up with the 
Austrians and committed to MX2 in 2013 (will 
anyone be able to come remotely close?) the 
signature of Arnaud Tonus (likely to stay with 
Yamaha and on the Cosworth-powered carburet- 
ted Dixon bikes) and up-and-comers like Dylan 
Ferrandis and the likes of Jake NicholIs (already 
fixed in the Jacky Martens Nestaan KTM satel¬ 
lite squad) have been priority and are soon to 
be confirmed. 
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FINAL CHAPTERS? 

By Adam Wheeler 


I had the misfortune to be standing on the 
corner opposite the table-top where Monster 
Energy Yamaha’s David Philippaerts crashed in 
Sweden. I saw the Italian lying on the ground 
with his knees bent, hands carefully placed on 
his lower abdomen like he was having a breath¬ 
er before remounting; his factory bike lent care¬ 
fully on the side of the jump. Having known and 
worked with David since he came into Grands 
Prix in 2003 I ran over to check if he was OK 
and all he could say was ‘the arm again...pain, 
much pain’. I could not help but look at the 
former world champion’s wrists and felt this 
horrible foreboding that the damage done to the 
three plates and seventeen screws lodged inside 
could be a major factor in the career story of 
one of the FIM Motocross World Championship’s 
major stars. 

Initial scans confirmed the worst of fresh frac¬ 
tures around the metalwork. A successful opera¬ 
tion was redone on the limbs in Italy three days 
after the accident but with an ailment that has 
again prematurely ended his season what can 
the future hold for the 2008 world champ and 
the first Italian to covet the MX1 crown? Will the 
wrists be able to withhold another incident? 
Does Philippaerts - as one of only five world 
champions from Italy - have much else to 
prove? Will he be just another in the long list of 
athletes to have the closing days of their careers 
determined by factors other than simple choice? 
Thinking back there were plenty of riders that 
had the decision on retirement taken partially 
out of their hands. The likes of Ramon, Smets, 
Townley, Bartolini and, most severely, Ristori 
and Beirer have all tackled the dramatic situa¬ 
tion where their bodies have cried ‘enough’. And 
those are just the high profile ones. 

Someone like Stefan Everts made a glorious exit 
from the sport in 2006 after winning his tenth 
world title and nudging his career win total to 
over 100 (done with fourteen victories from 


fifteen in that campaign) but the perils of mo¬ 
tocross were never far away and a crash while 
riding and testing earlier this year left the Bel¬ 
gian nursing a badly broken wrist with limited 
flexibility and a concussion. 

How many riders have had 
the decision of retirement 
taken out of their hands? 

Philippaerts could be lucky. I know the extent 
that the twenty-eight year old lives for the sport 
and it would be a huge wrench if his Grand Prix 
days suddenly dwindled because of this latest 
prang and that of 2011. He is still an important 
motorsport star in the deep and rich bank that 
Italy retains across all two wheeled disciplines. 

I was surprised when on a short vacation in 
Rome that one afternoon we stumbled across a 
small and hardly recognisable motorcycle repair 
shop located in one of the immensely touristy 
sidestreets in the city. The boss of the estab¬ 
lishment was closing-up for the day and as he 
swung one of the big wooden doors shut a large 
poster of ‘DP19’ was plastered over the outside, 
for visitors from all over the world to see. In 
Mexico in May and the infamous rider stand-off 
on Saturday, Christophe Pourcel was concerned 
that David was not among the group...until he 
sauntered over to lend his support. For Philip¬ 
paerts not to want to climb on his bike and race 
in Guadalajara then this was a telling sign. He 
then went on to produce arguably one of the 
best race performances of his career in the 
second moto on Sunday to claim victory. For the 
sake of the Yamaha man, and fans of Grand Prix 
racing generally, I hope it won’t be the last time 
we see his charging figure going for broke. 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
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